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Profile
A distinctive and innovative
educational partnership

Welcome to our campus
The University of the Highlands
and Islands is the only university
based in the Highlands and Islands
of Scotland. We provide access to
undergraduate and postgraduate
study and research opportunities
through our distinctive partnership
of 13 colleges and research
institutions.
Despite only becoming a university
in February 2011, we offered our first
degrees in 1998 and, through our
constituent institutions, can trace our
history back to 1884.
Each of the 13 institutions has its
own character and contributes to
our distinctive university. Some
are relatively large colleges in the
urban centres such as Perth, Elgin
and Inverness. Others are smaller

institutions, including some whose
primary focus is on research. All,
however, have a student-centred
culture and an individual approach to
student learning.
And in addition to the main campuses,
the university also provides educational
opportunities through a network of
more than 50 learning centres located
throughout the Highlands and Islands,
Moray and Perthshire, or online from
home or work.
Our students study full and part time,
at undergraduate or postgraduate level
or for professional qualifications to
enhance their career. They are all part of
a diverse study community connected
by innovative learning technologies.

The Highlands and Islands
is one of the most beautiful
regions in Europe. Its diverse
and dramatic landscape
dominates an unspoilt and
natural environment.
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“ I’m eternally grateful to the University
of the Highlands and Islands for
giving me the opportunity to gain
a university education where other
institutions were inaccessible.”
NAFC Marine Centre UHI
Shetland College UHI

Katrina Paton

graduate and student president

Orkney College UHI

North Highland College UHI
Lews Castle College UHI

Highland Theological College UHI
Moray College UHI
Inverness College UHI

Scottish Association for Marine Science UHI

Perth College UHI

Argyll College UHI
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Purpose
The University of the
Highlands and Islands will
have a transformational
impact on the development
and prospects of the region,
its people and its communities.
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Vision
The University of the Highlands and Islands will be nationally and
internationally recognised as a distinctive and innovative partnership which
embraces both further and higher education. It will be:
The university

in the Highlands and Islands

Building upon the individual and distinctive strengths of each of its constituent
institutions it will make a demonstrable contribution to the vibrancy of the
communities of the region.

The university

for the Highlands and Islands

Providing flexible access to opportunities for all parts of the region and beyond,
enabled by the use of information technologies.

The university

of

the Highlands and Islands

Drawing upon the distinctive characteristics of the region in developing
research and teaching of national and international relevance and excellence.
In so doing, it will attract students, staff and researchers from throughout the
world and develop national and international links and alliances.
This will require an institution with both academic and financial strength.

William Frost

“ Studying at the University of the
Highlands and Islands has shown me
that it is through sharing and learning
together that success is really achieved.
It has been a wonderful experience and I
would recommend it to anyone looking
to study somewhere where academic
excellence is combined with support and
enthusiasm from both staff and students.”

graduate and student of the year

www.uhi.ac.uk

5

Learning and teaching
Inspirational, innovative and engaging
are just some of the compliments given
to our lecturers by students in our
annual teaching awards. We have tutors
who regularly go above and beyond
their roles to support their students
and create an outstanding student
experience.
The university has two faculties which
offer courses in specialist areas reflective
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of our unique environment, culture and
heritage and developing economy, as
well as a range of core subjects.
We offer 61 undergraduate and 51
postgraduate degree courses and over
70 higher national awards and other
vocational qualifications. We constantly
review our curriculum to match it to our
learners’ needs and are looking to offer
more courses through flexible learning.

www.uhi.ac.uk

Faculty of Science,
Health and Engineering
• Applied life studies

• Education

• Energy, engineering and 		
built environment

• Environment and 		
rural resource management

Faculty of Arts, 			
Humanities and Business
• Business and leisure

• Computing

• Cultural and 			
creative industries

• Arts and social sciences

Mary Whitson,

“The close proximity
of Moray College
UHI to my home
enabled me to
study for my
degree while my
children were
still in secondary
education,”

graduate and Moray College UHI student of the year
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Research
Research at the university is carried
out by our various specialist research
centres and academic departments.
Current research expertise includes:
environmental science; marine
science; renewables; diabetes and
cardiovascular science; Celtic and
Nordic studies; archaeology; rural
childhood and development; tourism
and heritage; and history.
The university already has a higher
research profile than a number
of longer established Scottish
universities and we intend to grow
our research capacity and strengths
even further.
We are currently ranked twelfth
out of 18 Scottish higher education
institutions for the value of research
excellence funding we receive from
the Scottish Funding Council.
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Research profile
Scotland’s estates

Centre for Mountain Studies,
Perth College UHI

For the past four years, a team at the Centre for Mountain Studies has been looking
at estates owned by individuals, families, charities and communities in remote and
mountainous parts of Scotland. The study found that the way estates are managed has
important effects on the environment, communities and economies of these special parts
of the country and that there are diverse opportunities for partnerships between the
many stakeholders who live on and around estates.

Resurgence in Gaelic

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig UHI

The Soillse project is researching Gaelic education, communities and policies to give new
insights into how to revitalise the language. Researchers from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig UHI are
partnering with teams at Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Glasgow universities to find answers.
The project is complemented by other major research work in Gaelic literature, art,
history, economy and society. Information from The Lèirsinn Research Centre for Gaelic,
for example, is used by MG Alba and the BBC in decision-making about the popularity of
individual Gaelic programmes and programme commissioning.

Diabetes

Department of Diabetes and
Cardiovascular Science

Our researchers have discovered that a drug currently licensed for use in reversing the
harmful effects of paracetamol overdose has the potential to reduce the risk of heart
disease in patients with type 2 diabetes. In a study funded by the Chief Scientist Office,
the team, led by Professor Ian Megson at the University’s Department of Diabetes and
Cardiovascular Science in Inverness, found that the blood platelets have depleted
reserves of a key antioxidant called glutathione in patients with type 2 diabetes.

Biofuels

Scottish Association for
Marine Science UHI

Most biofuels are made from plant biomass. Globally this causes fierce competition for
land and water with food production, forestry and conservation. Scientists from the
Scottish Association for Marine Science UHI have turned their attention to the sea, where
seaweeds and planktonic algae turn sunshine into biomass. They are investigating how
best to cultivate fast growing indigenous seaweeds and convert them into ethanol and
methane. They are also researching ways of producing biodiesel from microalgae.
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Communities and economies
The university is critical to the
development and success of the
area we serve. We are committed to
providing local access to higher and
further education through our network
of community based colleges and
learning centres and our partnership
contributes directly to these
communities. We are committed to
also as acting as a magnet for students,
researchers and staff who wish to come
to the region to study and work in our
rich physical and cultural environment.

“The growth and development
of a universities sector in
the Highlands and Islands
is critical to the long term
success of the regional
economy.”

In fact, an economic impact study of the
university and our academic partners
shows that we contribute nearly £200m
every year to the Scottish economy, so
that every £1 invested puts £4 back*.
Whether helping set up fast and reliable
internet access through community
broadband networks, or bringing
together the expertise of the oil and
gas industry to inform the burgeoning
renewable energy sector, we are
dedicated to harnessing employment
and research and development
opportunities for our region.
Our role is as a driver of regional
economic growth which will offer
good quality jobs, attract people to the
region, and create innovative businesses
based on knowledge and research.

Highlands and Islands Enterprise

*Economic impact of the University of the Highlands and Islands and its academic partners – a report by BiGGAR Economics
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Marine renewable energy

Environmental Research Institute,
North Highland College UHI

The Environmental Research Institute, overlooking the dynamic waters of the
Pentland Firth, is focussed on addressing the key environmental issues underpinning
the development of the marine renewable energy sector. From a new, state-of-theart Centre for Energy and the Environment we aim to undertake fundamental and
applied environmental research of the highest standard and engage in effective
knowledge transfer that will inform the sustainable development of this emergent
sector of the “green economy.”
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Chancellor
HRH The Princess Royal is the first
Chancellor of the University of the
Highlands and Islands.
The Chancellor is the titular head of the
university. The Princess Royal accepted
the role in November 2011, and was
formally installed in a ceremony held
in Inverness Cathedral in June 2012.
The role is both ceremonial and
ambassadorial, with The Princess Royal
representing the university in the UK
and overseas.

Coat of Arms
Our Chancellor accepted the letters
patent on behalf of the university from
the Lord Lyon King of Arms, granting
the university our ensigns armorial
(Coat of Arms) on the occasion of her
installation in June 2012.
The combination of shapes and colours
in the coat of arms is important. Ours
features 13 hazel leaves representing
our partnership, a compass rose
with a fleur de lys to indicate
“north” representing our distinctive
geographical situation and two open
books representing learning.
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